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Defender Days will include unveiling a new logo
Danielle Schultz – Staff Writer

It’s fall, and Defender Days weekend is finally
here. This is a time to introduce parents to friends
and faculty, check out Dordt’s sports teams and
musical productions, catch up with alumni, and,
of course, have fun. And if those things are not
interesting enough, the Dordt University logo
will officially be revealed Friday night.
With registration officially closing Monday
at midnight, Defender Days 2018, which runs
from 3 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 18 to 9 p.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 20, is shaping up to have a record
number of people in attendance.
“I think we are in a position right now to have
the highest registration since 2007,” said Dianne
De Wit, Dordt’s Signature Events Coordinator
and the official planner of Defender Days. “The
trend is for 200 or more people to walk in that
we don’t plan for—they don’t preregister—but
our registration rates are really strong for this
year.”
Alicia Bowar, Dordt’s Associative Director of
Alumni and Parents, has been assisting De Wit
with Defender Days preparations. She cited the
alumni hockey game on Friday at 1:30 p.m. as
one source for attendance.
“The Blades are celebrating 50 years. We
expect at least 75 alumni Blades for the hockey
game and probably 100 to 200 fans that will be
attending their games,” she said.

Other than hockey, Bowar also speculated
that the Dordt University logo reveal Friday at
9:15 p.m. had something to do with the record
number of people planning to attend Defender
Days. While De Wit and Bowar could not tease
much in terms of the logo reveal, they did
mention that free Dordt University gear would
be given away to kick off the event.
“That’s the first time it will be available for
free to people, and then the bookstore will
be selling university clothing and gear that
weekend,” Bowar said.
Another event unique to Defender Days
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2018 is the Agriculture Stewardship Center
Dedication on Saturday at 10:30 a.m. According
to De Wit, Mike Naig, the Iowa State Secretary
of Agriculture, will be in attendance and
speaking at the event, as well as two professors
and two students. A bus will be provided to
transport people to and from the dedication. It
will leave the clock tower at 10:15 a.m. and
return to campus around 11:30 a.m.
De Wit’s favorite part of Defender Days is
“seeing people return and have such a great
time.” Some of her personal recommendations

Disease destroys, but dream wins
Jenna Stephens -- Staff Writer

The fireplace and floor-to-ceiling bookshelves
continue to make Butlers Café and Coffee a
cozy study place, but changes are underway as
the new owner shapes it into the place he has
envisioned for years. The recent death of his
wife has not stopped Paul Albert from pursuing
the couple’s dream of owning a business.
Paul and Cathy Albert always had the idea
of being self-employed. Cathy battled with
Primary Progressive Multiple Sclerosis (MS),
a disabling disease of the central nervous
system, for a number of years. The disease left
her unable to stand for very long, so she found
typical employment difficult.
Nearly 10 years ago, Butlers was put on
the market. The couple checked out the
establishment, but decided that the timing and
financing were not right and so set the thought
aside. But the opportunity to own the coffee
shop continued presenting itself. Two or three
years later, the shop was up back up for sale
as the owner hoped to retire. The timing still
proved to be wrong, as Cathy’s disability was
worsening.
Cathy died in February of 2018, following her
long battle with MS.
Paul, who admits his desire to be his own
boss was always stronger than his wife’s,
suddenly had an abundance of free time. He no
longer carried the weight of being the full-time
caretaker of his wife. Three of his four children
had moved out of the house, and he was ready
to downsize from their five-bedroom house.
As Paul scrolled through a realtor’s website,
he happened to stumble across another ad for
Butlers.
“You know, as weird as it seems, I thought
that now maybe the time was right,” Paul said.

He tinkered with the idea of making their
dream a reality. After throwing around ideas
and numbers, Paul and the previous owner
came to an agreement to go through with the
deal. He took over ownership on Memorial Day
weekend, and reopened Butler’s on June 25,
2018.
Prior to the purchase, he spent years working
in banking and insurance, as well as holding a
managerial position at Walmart. He entered a
whole new territory when he took over Butlers.
Paul faced the challenges of health inspections,
hiring and training new staff, learning the
details of Title IX reports, and met countless
other difficulties involved with opening a new
business.
Paul arrives at Butlers around 6 a.m. each day.
He turns on the machines, makes drip coffee,
prepares food for lunch and supper and fills the
display case with sweet treats. The doors and
drive-thru officially open at 6:30 and remain
that way until 10 or 11 p.m. every day except
Sunday.
Paul works between 60 and 70 hours at Butlers
each week. He might leave to do some laundry
or take the dog out, but most days you can find
him there from open until close.
Under new ownership, Butlers has experienced
a menu expansion and extended business hours.
The emphasis is no longer just coffee and lunch.
Paul wants the community to see Butlers as a
place to eat an evening meal as well.
Butlers faces challenges in small town Iowa.
Many in the community are unaware of its
new extended hours or of the business’s very
existence.
“There will be some nights where every table
is full, and there are some nights when you hear
the crickets chirping,” Paul said.
The first goal Paul has for Butlers is to

make it viable and profitable. But this is just
the start. Although he does not want to be the
next Starbucks or Dunn Brothers Coffee, he
does dream of opening a few more locations in
neighboring areas.
“When I started this place, I was a babe in the
woods,” Paul said. “I knew coffee, and that was
about it.”
He values the input of his employees and
customers and is always open to new ideas and
recipes. Sticking to his ideals of dependability,
honesty and loyalty, Paul strives to provide
Sioux Center with a quiet place to study, a
getaway from the house and a comfortable
gathering place for old and new friends.
“I’ll take anybody. I’m all-comers here,” he
said.
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include: the President’s Brunch which usually
boasts 600+ people, the Fall Music Festival, the
theater production of “My Fair Lady,” and Late
Night with the Defenders.
“I always tell parents that you can experience
the life your student leads because you’re up so
early and you stay up so late. So, it’s just kind
of fun to take in the college experience,” Bowar
said.
Although Defender Days is a big production
that De Wit begins planning the first of every
year, it owes its success to the entire Dordt
community, especially the athletic department,
music and theater departments, Dordt Dining,
maintenance, and faculty.
“There aren’t many colleges and universities
that
experience
the
camaraderie...and
excitement to come together for an alumni
weekend or parent’s weekend like we do. The
only way that happens is the entire campus
community working together to offer quality
things to our guests,” De Wit said. “Where else
do you get that? So, kudos to everybody on this
whole campus for working hard and being that
welcoming community that makes people want
to come back here.”
If you would like to view the full schedule
for Defender Days, which includes many more
sports events, musical productions, and social
gatherings, please visit the Defender Days page
on the Dordt College website (www.dordt.edu).

Midterms
come to Iowa
Juliana Martinez -- Staff Writer

With voting day less than three weeks away,
anticipation is rising across the country for
the midterm elections. Northwest Iowa is no
exception: Siouxland even welcomed Donald
Trump to Council Bluffs on Oct. 8.
The President announced his intentions of
passing legislation to make E-15 (gasoline with
15% ethanol) available year-round. “I made
that promise to you during the campaign…
promises made, promises kept,” Trump said. He
followed through the next day, welcoming Iowa
Senators Joni Ernst and Chuck Grassley to the
White House to celebrate the push for the new
bill which will largely impact Iowa farmers.
On the local level, tensions are climbing
between eight-term incumbent Steve King (R)
and political freshman J.D. Schoulten (D).
As noted on Schoulten’s campaign website,
he is 20 years younger than the average U.S.
Congressman and “about a million dollars
short” of the average net worth. Schoulten
believes in a strong work ethic and integrity;
he hopes that these qualities and his fresh face
will inspire Northwest Iowans to vote for him,
bringing defeat to the 16-year returner.
According to one of Schoulten’s field
directors, he has already visited all 39 counties
in Iowa’s fourth district twice and is well on
his way to completing a third tour. The same
cannot be said of King, who cancelled a town
hall meeting in Sioux County last week.
“If King thought he was behind, he might give
a debate,” Dordt political science professor Jeff
Taylor said. “King isn’t desperate at this point. I
Continued on page 3
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Behind the Curry Craze

Haemi Kim and Yee Lim Shin -- Staff Writers
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As an old Nigerian proverb goes, “It takes
a whole village to raise a child.” It took five
Students Without Borders meetings, six hours
of cooking, two hours of setting up and taking
down, and 17 volunteers to create what is
known as the Curry Craze.
The Curry Craze, an annual fundraiser run by
the Students Without Borders (SWB) Club, was
first created by international students to give
others a taste of different of types of curries
around the world. It later became a tradition.
Last Saturday evening, the smell of curry filled
the Campus Center. Approximately 100 people,
including students, faculty, and families, came
together to have a taste of Indian, Indonesian,
and Korean curry. Many people bustled around
the Grille area which was filled with music
in different languages. Along with the curry,
the club served side dishes of naan bread and
eggrolls.
Yovela Belicia, a sophomore at Dordt, said
she really liked how Curry Craze was a way for
non-international students to appreciate cultures
through tasting different food. “My favorite part
was that some students who didn’t even know
what curry was before coming actually enjoyed
the curry,” she said.
A long line of people waited, anticipating the
taste of the food. After eating curry, a game of
Jeopardy was played between the table groups.
“The Curry Craze was fun,” said David Riadi,
a sophomore at Dordt. “I didn’t expect the
number of people that attended the Curry Craze,
but it was fun to be able to talk to people and to
talk about the food.”
Riadi was one of the cooks who helped make

the Indonesian curry. “My favorite part of the
Curry Craze was the cooking. It was kind of
confusing with lack of preparation, but the joy of
preparing the food is something irreplaceable,”
he said.
“Helping out with Curry Craze was so much
fun,” said junior Joel Kafwimbi, one of the
emcees for Curry Craze. “I try to put a smile on
every face I meet and talk to. Curry Craze gave
me a platform.”
The Curry Craze was a successful event for
Students Without Borders, ending with almost
all of the curry cleared out.
The Cultural Fair, which is fundraised for by
the Curry Craze, will take place on March 23.
It is a time when the community, faculty, and
students come to try different types of cuisines
from around the world. Each booth will be filled
with different foods and traditional objects from
that country. Because of the fundraising from
the Curry Craze, the Cultural Fair will be free
of admission for everyone to come and enjoy.
A teaser video of the Cultural Fair was
shown as everyone settled down and enjoyed
their bowls of curry. It included images of
the previous fair, featuring henna tattoos,
bracelets, food, and traditional clothing from
various cultures. The Cultural Fair gives people
a chance to bring a taste of their country and
culture into Sioux Center.
“I was glad to show our food to the Americans
and other International people,” said Youngeun
Lee, a South Korean exchange student. “Many
people don’t know about South Korea, but by
doing Curry Craze, it was a good opportunity to
introduce South Korea.”
“It was a new experience for me, working at
the Commons, because I have never worked in
a big kitchen like that,” said transfer student
Eunah Cho. “I had a fun time making eggrolls
and serving it to people because we had a
chance to explain how we made it.”
Lee, Cho, and others were some of the many
volunteers who helped cook for the Curry
Craze. It took four volunteers and two hours
to make the eggrolls, and nine volunteers and
three hours to cook the curry.
“On Friday, from 6:30 we started making
the curry and ended at 9:30. We had to cut
everything up, cook it, and store it,” Shin said.
“We were glad we weren’t rushed in time
compared to last year.”
With many helping hands and a lot of work,
the Curry Craze was considered successful
compared to the last year’s event and gave a
glimpse of what the Dordt community can look
forward to for the Cultural Fair.

KDCR back on the air
Emma Stoltzfus -- Staff Writer
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KDCR was off the air for six days earlier this
month as the Dordt-supported radio station
replaced their antenna.
The tower initially received damage from
a lightning strike on April 13th—Friday the
thirteenth—during a violent thunderstorm.
When installation of the new antenna began
on Oct. 1, a combination of equipment issues
and weather caused the six-day radio silence.
While KDCR could not broadcast their
program over radio for the duration of the
installation, listeners could still tune in through
the live-stream on the station’s website.
Since the damage, the antenna had been
operating at a fraction of its normal power. Due
to the height of the tower, KDCR could still be
picked up with moderate quality as far as Sioux
Falls.
The station had several big local events during
downtime—including a Dordt v. Northwestern
football game and KDCR’s 50th anniversary
open-house.
The smaller, original tower and antenna
used to reside next to KDCR’s office—where
Dordt’s rec center sits now. According to Jim
Bolkema, KDCR Music Director, they once
had a problem with students climbing the radio
tower and hanging underpants from the guy
wires holding it up.
The current tower resides in a cornfield north
of the fairgrounds. It stands 500 feet tall—about
the equivalent of stacking up nine Dordt clock

Checking Defender firearms
Jonathon Eisenga -- Guest Writer
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towers and placing “The Gift” as the cherry on
top. At night, it’s possible to see its flashing red
lights from Dordt’s campus.
Regardless of the lightning strike this summer,
the 40-year-old antenna needed an upgrade.
Bolkema said when he placed a call about
getting the parts, he got a response of laughter
and “you gotta be kidding, you aren’t using one
of those, are you?”
Pursuing an insurance claim to replace the
entire antenna became the easiest option. The
price tag for purchasing and installing the ten
new transmitters totaled up to about $70,000.
According to Bolkema, the insurance covered
all but the deductible.
The new transmitter bays are large and encased
in black covers to protect the equipment from
ice buildup, with the 10 transmitters themselves
lined up on the cardboard boxes they arrived
in looking like so many odd-looking lollipops.
The old bays are much smaller in size—easy to
lift with one hand and similar in appearance to a
mixing beater made of thick metal pipe.
The lines leading up to the antenna at the top
of the tower are pressurized to keep moisture
from causing damage. This took additional time
to put in place, as the line had to be checked
for leaks.
“Really it’s just glorified plumbing,” Bolkema
said regarding the transmitters connections with
pipes and brackets at the top of the tower.
Richard Haan, a private consultant who kept
an eye on the installation process alongside
Bolkema, compared a radio tower to a balloon
squished between someone’s hands. The radio
waves are sent out away from the tower across
the cornfields and small Northwest Iowa towns
instead of straight into the ground or up into
space.
Brian Watts works for Kilowatt Broadcast
Specialists, a Sioux Falls-based company
that replaced the transmitters. Minutes after
lowering himself down from the top of the
tower, Watts described the work as similar to
skydiving. “You can see forever and a day, and
it’s actually quite relaxing,” he said.
A large orange winch raised and lowered
the transmitter bays, equipment and workers
using a long steel cable attached to the top of
the tower. Without a pair of binoculars, the men
working at the top of the tower are mere specks
up against the grey clouds.
KDCR’s website posted a note announcing the
completed installation and thanking listeners
for their patience and support.

“Hey Mom, can I bring my gun to school?”
This question seems to have an obvious answer,
but for Dordt College, it has become a legitimate
scenario. The number of guns on campus has
increased over the last two years, but not for the
sake of hunting off-campus or causing harm.
The rise is due to the introduction of the Dordt
College Trap Shooting club.
The trap shooting team is perhaps one of the
youngest clubs on campus, gaining official club
status last year, but it is quickly growing in
membership and popularity. Between twentyfive and thirty members show up regularly to
the weekly meetings, and many have joined a
competitive league within the club.
Dordt is probably one of the few places to
even consider sanctioning such an activity that
permits guns on and around campus. This is due
partly to area’s primarily pro-gun community.
However, the past few years have seen a
national increase in the number of gun-related
crimes, and many people believe allowing guns
only puts students at risk, especially if they are
stored directly on campus. They wonder if the
threat of violence will become a “not if, but
when” situation.
Dordt recognizes those concerns and has put
practices in place to make the campus as safe as
possible. Students must check out their firearms
out before they go shooting and return them the
next morning.
“I don’t see any harm in storing them on
campus,” said senior Tyler Postman, a member

of the club. “All of them are locked in a safe
and are monitored by the staff.”
In addition to monitoring the guns, every
member is required to provide some form of
firearm safety training documentation before
they are even allowed to join. If someone is new
to the sport, the club even offers training at the
meetings.
As with any club, its popularity also stems
from fellowship. Members often invite friends
to join them, as long as they have also been
certified in gun safety.
“The best part of the club is the social aspect,”
said senior and club member Katie Jo Taylor
said. “An experience like this is something you
can’t get anywhere else. It’s just another thing
that makes Dordt unique.”
The club also offers a break from schoolwork.
“This is a great stress relief for me,” Postman
said. “It’s somewhere that is off campus and
a place where I can just hang with friends.
Plus, it’s not overly competitive, so it is really
relaxing.”
Although Dordt has done well in promoting
and ensuring safety, there are still concerns for
the future.
“One thing they need to be careful of is the
‘If they can, why can’t I?’ mindset,” junior Emi
Stewart said. “If they allow guns for the club,
people might want to start bringing their own.
College campuses have a history of being strict
on weapons, but this could open the door for
concealed carry debates and other non-club
weapons.”
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(cont.) Midterms come to Iowa Wattage wars? What’s that?
Continued from page 1
think he’s playing it safe.” According to
Taylor, a debate between the two would give
Schoulten unwanted publicity by the King
campaign.
In early September, Expedition Polls showed
King ahead by only six points; Emerson
College showed King ahead by 10. As Taylor
said, “odds are, [King] will be re-elected. J.D.
could beat him, but it would be a close race.”
Vote Common Good is a Christian political
organization that is touring the entire nation—
from Pennsylavania and Minnesota to Utah and
small towns in Iowa. The group visited Sioux
Center on Oct. 12 in support of Schoulten’s
ideas. The rally consisted of singing hymns
such as “Let Your Light Shine” and hosted
various speakers, including pastors, musicians
and authors. The event felt just as much like a
church service as a political rally.
“We take really good care of each other [in

Sioux Center],” said Nicole Baart, author and
wife of Dordt College’s chaplain, “… and I feel
like that’s changed a little bit lately…. Instead
of living out of love, we have been living out
of fear.”
At the same time Trump stood in front of
Iowans who wearing “Make farmers great
again” hats, other residents of the state from
rural communities spoke out against the sitting
President, hoping for change on Nov. 6.
It is unlikely that Democrats will take the
Senate, but Taylor finds it Democratic control
of the House more likely.
When candidate Donald Trump visited Dordt
College in 2016, he claimed he could shoot
someone on Fifth Avenue and still get votes.
But the political climate of the country may
be shifting. The Nov. 6 midterms will show
whether or not he and the Republican Party
have shot themselves in the foot.

Hurricane Michael slams into
Florida panhandle
Sam Landstra -- Staff Writer

Unexpectedly strong Hurricane Michael caused
widespread devastation and has led scientists to
connect the storm to global warming.
During the afternoon of October 10, Hurricane
Michael made landfall in Mexico Beach, Florida.
Blasting the small town with 155 mph winds,
the storm was the first ever recorded Category
4 hurricane to hit the Florida panhandle, just
two mph short of a Category 5. The storm surge
caused by Michael rose as high as 14 feet,
reaching from Mexico Beach to Apalachee Bay,
a distance of 80 miles.
Over the next two days, Michael continued
its path of destruction up through Georgia, the
Carolinas, and Virginia, causing widespread
flooding and leaving over one million people
without power.
As of Sunday, the death toll from Michael
rose to 19, and this number is expected to keep
rising as rescuers dig through the rubble in the
hardest hit areas including as Mexico Beach and
Panama City. Both of these towns were nearly
decimated. Describing the wreckage, a Mexico
Beach local said, “The mother of all bombs
could not have done all this.”
Part of what made Hurricane Michael so
devastating was that it took so many by surprise.
The storm underwent a phenomenon known as
“rapid intensification.” The National Hurricane
Center describes this term as “the increase in
sustained wind speeds of at least 35 miles per
hour over the course of a single 24-hour period.”
Hurricane Michael underwent three of these
rapid intensifications, allowing it to transform
from a 35 mph tropical depression to a near
Category 5 hurricane in just 72 hours.
Rapid intensification is caused by warm ocean
waters and high humidity, both of which were
present in Hurricane Michael’s escalation. These
warmer than usual conditions in the Gulf were
also present in last year’s catastrophic hurricane
season and have led many scientists to label
this trend of unusually strong hurricanes as a
symptom of global warming.

Danielle Schultz -- Staff Writer

The Sustainability Committee is holding a
competition for all Dordt students from Oct.
15 through Nov. 14: whichever residence hall,
apartment, or dorm reduces its energy the most
(percentage-wise) wins.
“We were just looking for a way to motivate
the campus towards sustainability, which is one
of our primary goals at the committee,” said
Elayne Apol, one of the three co-chairs of the
Sustainability Committee.
According to Apol, the competition will
benefit both students and administration at
Dordt. Students will learn how to successfully
reduce electricity, which will create life-long
habits that will save them money later in life.
Administration will save money when the
competition results in reduced electricity bills.
How can students save energy? The three
main energy-users are heating, electricity,
and idle electronics. Students can turn off all
lights when they leave the room and consider
unplugging their Christmas lights and using
one light instead. The heater can also be
turned down to minimal levels. If students are
comfortable in sweatshirts, then there is no
need to have the room feel like a summer day.
Finally, unplugging idle electronics can save
energy.
“Something that a lot of people don’t realize
is that any electronics they have plugged in—
even if they are not actively using them—will

suck electricity.” Apol said. She noted that
some of the biggest issues are Xboxes, PlayStations, and smart T.V.s. Modern electronics
are advanced enough that they should not be
harmed when unplugged.
And because Dordt’s electricity is fossil-fuel
based, the competition will also help reduce
fossil fuel usage, which is another goal of the
Sustainability Committee.
The prize for the residence hall that wins the
competition is an ice cream party for the entire
building. Since the electricity reduction will
be measured by percentage, it will not give a
residence hall with less people an advantage
over one with more people.
If everyone contributes to this competition,
Dordt could become a lot more sustainable.
After all, according to Apol, each year idle
electronics in the U.S. consume about the same
output as 12 powerplants.
“If [Dordt’s] September electricity usage was
consistent year around,” she said, “we would
consume about 10 percent of the amount of
electricity that the entire nation of Liberia
consumes in a year. And that’s just our residence
halls. That’s not the community. That’s not our
state. That’s Dordt’s residence halls.”
Even little steps, like turning all the lights off
before you leave the room, could make a big
difference and benefit our campus and world.
If students are interested in joining the
Sustainability Committee, they should email
sustainability@dordt.edu.
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Dr. Channon Visscher, professor of chemistry
and planetary sciences at Dordt, described the
relationship between warm ocean water and
hurricanes as “pretty unequivocal,” explaining
that since hurricanes are fueled by warmer
water, warmer surface waters that are being
recorded in the Gulf raise the potential for more
frequent and intense hurricanes.
While Visscher does not think it is reasonable
for a single weather event such as Hurricane
Michael to be decisively blamed on global
warming, he does believe that a warmer planet
increases the likelihood of more frequent and
intense hurricanes such as Michael. Visscher
explained that global warming causes a shift in
the normal distribution of weather events. Under
the effects of global warming, most weather
stays the same. However, the likelihood of rarer
weather phenomena is increased, allowing for
increased precipitation, heatwaves, and strong
hurricanes to occur.
When asked whether Hurricane Michael
and the trend of stronger and more frequent
hurricanes will convince people of climate
change caused by global warming, Visscher
said, “I think people will continue to believe
what they always have believed regarding
global warming.”
However, he does hope and think that Michael
will continue to shift the conversation on global
warming toward more people recognizing the
effects caused by a warmer planet and working
to find solutions that prevent future global
temperature increases.
Hurricane Michael also came days after the
UN released a report on climate change which
warned of the catastrophic effects that could
take place with a rise of 1.5 degrees Celsius.
Unless preventative action is taken, this rise is
expected to occur by 2030 given current global
trends.
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Dordt Halloween includes
pumpkins,
mazes,
and
dancing
Zach Steensma -- Staff Writer

It’s October, and Halloween is fast
approaching. At Dordt, there are all sorts of
events and traditions surrounding this haunted
holiday.
Halloween has a unique history in the United
States, blending both secular and church
traditions. However in Northwest Iowa, it is
also a celebration of the harvest and a season of
community building.
Pumpkinland, a small agro-tourism operation
located just outside of Orange City, is a popular
fall destination for Dordt students who are lured
by the challenge of navigating through its corn
maze, usually in the dark.
“I love pumpkins,” said senior biology
major Jonathan Nyman. He recalls his friends
collecting leftover pumpkins from the Fall Fests
of years past and storing them in his apartment.
“There’s only one thing that exceeds the
jubilance I feel when I gallivant through a ripe
pumpkin patch: when all of my friends fill my
room to the brim with this crown of creation,
the orange-est of earth’s blessings,” he said.
For others, pranks and hijinks are the highlight
of the Halloween season. Although Dordt
maintains a long legacy of pranks (as evidenced
in the previous issue of The Diamond) students
are reminded that vandalism and the damage
of property goes against the student code of

conduct.
Other students enjoy dorm and apartment
trick-or-treating, or “reverse” trick-or-treating:
going door to door and handing out candy.
In addition to these autumnal escapades,
Dordt Student Activities is already in the early
stages of planning the annual Fall Fest, which
will take place on October 26 in the Campus
Center. The festival will include the traditional
pumpkin carving contest, which has become
increasingly competitive in recent years.
Furthermore, the annual Costume Dance
at Dordt will take place on November 3, the
Friday after Halloween. Each year, students
put in hours of work into their costumes, from
brainstorming, to gathering materials from
the campus Costume Shop (operated by the
Theatre Department), and even doing their own
makeup. Prizes are offered for best groups,
couples/duos, and individuals.
“We never really celebrated Halloween
growing up,” said senior Daniel Seaman, who
took first place last year as the character of
Jigsaw from the popular “Saw” film franchise.
“But having events like Fall Fest and the
Costume Dance is a fun opportunity. Both my
pumpkin and my costume won prizes at last
year’s events!”
With contests, snacks, games, and prizes, these
events have become a part of the celebration of
spooky season at Dordt.
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The harsh reality of the Brett Kavanaugh hearing and
confirmation
Caleb Pollema -- Staff Writer
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The arduous and grueling task of confirming
Judge Brett Kavanaugh to the bench of the
United States Supreme Court was finally
completed on Saturday, October 6 with a final
vote of 50-48.
This was one of the most eye-opening
political spectacles of my short lifetime. I am
not here to hash out the political implications of
the confirmation, even though we will feel them
in the upcoming midterm elections one way or

another.
Rather, we should understand what morally
occurred through this confirmation process.
Personally, this process, and the state of
politics in general, have left me quite saddened
and heartbroken at the moral standing of our
country. I have moved past the point of being
angry and am simply disappointed.
Don’t get me wrong: I am still a strongly
convicted voter with opinions our country’s
political trajectory, but that is not foremost in
my mind.
In Justice Kavanaugh’s court hearing, we saw
respect and modern civil discourse left by the
wayside to achieve a political agenda.
What saddened me most was that two lives
were dramatically altered—and not for the
better—because of political disagreement.
The political left jumped at the opportunity to
have Dr. Christine Blasey Ford testify that Brett
Kavanaugh sexually assaulted her because it
would have derailed another conservative from
being put on the bench.
However, an FBI investigation and a
prosecutor’s inquiry in front of the Senate
Judiciary Committee found Judge Kavanaugh
to be innocent of the alleged crimes.
You had a man dedicated to a lifetime of
public service with an opportunity to sit on the

highest court in the land having to tell his two
daughters that their dad, coach and friend had
been accused of heinous crimes that he never
committed.
You had a man who was fiery and angry as
he withstood the questioning of Senators about
crimes that he blatantly denied, realizing his
character and reputation would be permanently
stained regardless of how he answered.
You had a woman with a traumatic past being
asked to testify in front of the United States
Senate on national television about personal
crimes that she could have talked about in
confidentiality.
You had a woman who could not put together
where she was when these alleged crimes
occurred. It looked to me like a victim being
used to achieve a political agenda.
I am ashamed that political agendas have
trampled over the rule of law and respect for
our fellow citizen.
I am sorry for Brett Kavanaugh because
his reputation has been marred, despite his
confirmation. I truly believe that he never
committed these crimes and I often wonder
how an attack on this man could have future
implications for the constructs of virtue and
family in America.
I am sorry for Dr. Christine Blasey Ford

because sexual assault is a very serious crime
and should always be treated as such. Sexual
assault or any crime is something that should
never be exploited to achieve political gain,
and, in this situation, I think it was.
I do not believe every man accused of sexual
assault is innocent, but I also do not believe
every man accused of sexual assault is guilty.
As a country, we must return to civil discourse.
We must always stand firm in the ideal that a
person is always innocent until proven guilty.
This whole situation reaffirmed several
convictions for me. I am once again reminded
that the United States government is not our
savior, no matter how much we believe in or
dislike an administration’s policies.
The root problem with people in this country
is not what side of the political aisle they stand
on. The root is a heart problem.
This nation needs Jesus Christ more than ever.
This is where my final conviction and hope lies.
Nonetheless, I encourage you to vote in
the upcoming midterm elections. Voting is a
privilege that should be exercised and never
taken for granted. However, vote with the
understanding that our final hope is in Jesus—
not in anything the United States government
can do for us.

Garth Van Donselaar -- Staff Writer

DeVries and Wind will have it easier next
semester, as one of their roommates, Kendra
Pohlman, graduates in December. “There’s
still four people here, so it’s decent I guess,”
Pohlman said.
While space is an issue for some, others do
not seem to have a problem with it. Jokingly,
junior Jair Olguin said, “All of us just don’t take
much space at all. We can all just go in our little
corner and be fine.”
Olguin was friends with all of his roommates
prior to housing assignments, so they have been
able to get along without any conflict. They
tried to find a sixth person to room with, but
when unable to, they ended up in East Campus.
“I kind of thought these apartments were run
down from the way people talked about them,
but they’re actually fairly nice,” added junior
Jeffrey Graber, a roommate of Olguin. Another
roommate, junior Michael Gaul, said, “I’ve
been in Southview a few times, and I think I
actually like the floor spacing of East Campus
a lot more.”
Even the biggest complaint from the guys
came as a joke. “The bathroom is straight out a
horror scene,” Graber said. “There’s this dinky
yellow light and a small shower.”
“Water pressure is good, though,” quipped
Dylan Vander Berg right after.
For others, water pressure would be too good,
as rain leaked into the bedroom. “It wasn’t like
standing water, but it was very sopping wet,”
said junior Kiana Haveman.
Unlike the other apartments, Haveman’s
room was formed by a core of three friends,
with Haveman and another roommate joining
somewhat out of necessity. Collectively,
they tried to search for a sixth, but were also

unsuccessful, as possible roommates wound up
not returning to Dordt.
“I know these people now. I’ve gotten to
know them pretty well,” said junior Anna Boer,
a roommate of Haveman. Boer was a part of the
initial three-person core their room started with,
in addition to her twin sister Michaela.
“If it was like five random people together,
it would be impossible. I really don’t think it
would be working as well as it does,” said junior
Annika Carlson, another roommate. Because
Anna and Michaela are twin sisters, they share
things such as shampoo, clothes, and food. This
makes space more available and living more
manageable.
All five of them are surprised at how well
they have managed to get along and cite that
as the primary reason for being able to handle
the more confined space. While they manage
for now, they are definitely going to try to find
a sixth person and shoot for Kuyper next year.
Space seems to be a re-occurring issue
mentioned by those living with five in East
Campus. However, when I asked people
I interviewed if they considered leaving
their group for one with an opening, all 13
immediately said “no.”
Also, when asked if East Campus is as bad as
everyone makes it out to be, again all 13 said
“no.”
East Campus may have a bad rap, but those
living there do not seem to mind calling it
home, at least for now.

Movie review: Five in East Campus: is it that bad?
Venom
Evangeline Colarossi -- Staff Writer

Contributed Photo
Venom: the parasitic movie certainly isn’t
what most people were expecting. Released
so close to Halloween and marketed with
a seemingly psychotic thriller trailer, it led
audiences to expect more bloodshed and less
clever bantering. But despite the differences, the
movie was definitely not a complete letdown.
Investigative journalist Eddie Brock is
played by Tom Hardy, a man who has acted in
way too many movies for me to have a good
explanation for not recognizing him. Michelle
Williams (The Greatest Showman) plays his
romantic counterpart, Anne Weying – at one
point his fiancée and after he commits his first
big mistake – his ex. Riz Ahmed claimed the
role of Carlton Drake, an extremely ambitious
entrepreneur with very little moral compass and
a bad case of the cliché villain arm raises.
After the symbiotic Venom and several others
get brought to earth, Drake uses the parasites
for human testing and Brock steels himself to
bring Drake down. When Brock sneaks into the
lab to take pictures, he ends up leaving with a
freeloader: Venom.
Using his newfound predicament to deal with
noisy neighbors, Hardy finds himself enjoying
the power that comes with Venom, despite
the fact that they’re killing each other. After
learning what Venom does not like to eat, the
movie picks up the first real fight scene, and
the story really gets moving. Filled with the
usual amount of explosions, fistfights, and the
crackpot criminal, it is definitely a dynamic
supervillain movie.
Continued on page 8

Without a doubt, East Campus is stereotyped
by students as being the ghetto of Dordt College,
and overall, a miserable place to live. Towards
the end of each year, future juniors and seniors
frantically try to find six people to live together
in Southview or Kuyper so they can avoid East
Campus.
Others see the appeal of living with fewer
people even in a smaller and more dated
apartment building. Granted, they can be
stereotyped as wanting a more secluded area to
drink on campus.
In previous years a complete group for
registering for East Campus housing was
four people. This year the number has been
increased to five. According to the On-Campus
Student Housing FAQ, the reasoning comes
from increased enrollment and the fact that East
Campus was originally intended to house six
students.
As of right now, there are approximately three
and half people per one East Campus apartment.
No apartment currently has six residents, and
six out of 48 apartments house five residents.
Regardless of stereotypes and numbers, is
living in East Campus as bad as people say it is?
To really find out, I visited apartments in East
Campus with the most amount of people living
in a single apartment building: five.
“Honestly, I think we thought that with
five we would still be okay since we were all
seniors,” said senior Emma DeVries. DeVries
and her roommates were a group of five who
registered to room in Kuyper and Southview but
were unable to make it in.
Their group of friends had split into two
groups; the other one had six and made it into
Kuyper. Because of their confidence in the
group’s likelihood of being placed in another
apartment, they never looked into picking up a
sixth person to increase their odds.
The biggest issue DeVries and her roommates
have encountered is space, but they find ways to
manage. “Sometimes in the kitchen it’s small.
We kind of eat in shifts,” DeVries said.
“In terms of us five, we’re just really chill
people, so there are no problems relationally.
It’s just space,” said senior Anneke Wind, a
roommate of DeVries.
While it may be easy to be critical, students
acknowledge Dordt’s efforts to make East
Campus better. “From now on they should
always have the A/Cs in here, because I think
that’s the one redeeming factor that really
helps,” DeVries said.

Andrew Erath (left) and Jair Olguin (right)
playing video games together in their bedroom

Photo by Garth Van Donselaar
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David Blevins: Christians in Pastor appreciation month
the media
Benjamin Boersma -- Staff Writer

Alex Van Den Top-- Staff Writer

SIOUX CENTER, IA - David Blevins,
a Belfast News Correspondent for the
international multimedia news organization Sky
News, stopped by Dordt College on Monday,
Oct. 8 to give a presentation on a Christian’s
place within the secular media and his place in
Irish history.
Dordt is his second stop on a tour of eight
colleges and universities around the United
States. Some of the main points in his
presentation included keeping what he called a
“Kingdom Perspective,” the difference between
a Christian journalist and a journalist who is a
Christian, and an overview of Irish history and
how his history fit into it.
Blevins also visited journalism and writing
classes. Here he spoke more on the finer points of
being a Christian within the media. The evening
presentation delved into greater detail on Irish
history. Highlights of the presentation included
his coverage of the Good Friday Agreement in
Belfast and interviewing various world leaders,
directors, and other people of power. Despite
all these international activities, he stated that
a journalist finds the most extraordinary within
everyday people.
“So, I’ve had the incredible opportunity
to interview two American Presidents, three
Irish Presidents, four British Prime Ministers,
and five Irish Prime Ministers,” Blevins said.
“Who left the greatest impression? None of
the above. Through my experience, I’ve found
that it’s the ordinary people who have endured
extraordinary situations.”
In regard to being a Christian within the media,
he emphasized the importance of reporting and

seeking the truth with objectivity just like his
Christian faith encourages him to seek out the
truth of the Gospel. By keeping his Christian
values and opinions out of the news, he
considers himself a journalist who is a Christian,
rather than a Christian journalist. He is able to
look at the news objectively by keeping what he
called a “kingdom perspective,” a perspective
that focuses on the life we live on earth being
temporary and that all that we do is leading up
to life in heaven. He also had a message for
Christians who read, watch, and listen to the
news every day.
“We need to deliberately read articles by
people we disagree with,” Blevins said in an
interview after the presentation. “We’ve got
to understand how other people have been
thinking. Look at how other media organizations
outside the U.S. report on the U.S. We need to
broaden our horizons.”
David Blevins has been a broadcast journalist
with Sky News for 22 years. He has also
worked in radio news and print journalism.
Visit the Diamond website to hear the full audio
interview.

They are everywhere.
They’re on the front lines in war zones. They
help tend the wounded in hospitals. They
work in distant places around the world or just
across the street. They come to athletic events
in sunshine and rain. They come to school and
community events. They visit the sick, the
elderly, the homebound. They see people at
their highest—and lowest—points. They are
often seen delivering words of encouragement
and warning, usually on Sunday mornings, but
some speak on Sunday evenings, as well.
This is the job of a pastor, and this month
is dedicated to appreciating them and their
families.
“Being in a pastor’s family is not that much
different than being in the average family, with
the exception of my dad sometimes watching
soccer at home while working,” junior Nate
Muyskens said. “I like to think that I am just
like every other person who has a loving father.”
“My dad was a pastor for about 50 years,
in the Baptist denomination, but my mother
was a Presbyterian,” said Dr. Mary Dengler,
professor of English and co-director of the
Kuyper Scholar’s Program. “She met my dad at
college, so I grew up in the threshold between
their beliefs.”
Both Muyskens and Dengler agree that being
in a pastor’s family has its share of joys and

The difference in Dordt RAs
Megan Ammermann -- Guest Writer

New chemistry adjunct
Evangeline Colarossi -- Staff Writer

Contributed Photo
Professor Holly De Vries is another new
Dordt professor that originally hailed the halls
of Dordt College. She grew up on the east coast
of Nova Scotia, Canada, and attended Dordt for
her undergraduate degree, graduating in 2000.
De Vries received her undergraduate degree in
animal science. After graduating, she took a gap
year and worked at the Dordt Dairy, currently
known as the Agriculture Stewardship Center.
She attended Iowa State University for vet
school. Following graduation, she returned to
Sioux Center and worked as a veterinarian until
this year when she accepted an adjunct position
in the chemistry department.
De Vries said that she has always wanted to
return to Dordt and teach. She did not know
when it would be a possibility, but she returned
sooner than she thought she would.
“I thought that maybe the door to work at
Dordt would close and not open again, but
maybe it would have,” De Vries said.
When she found out about the open position,
she decided to go for it and apply.
De Vries teaches the Chemistry 101 lecture,

along with two lab sections, with a total of
thirty-four students. The maximum for this
class is forty-eight students, so De Vries said
she enjoys having fewer students in her first
year of teaching.
It is a very different style of teaching than
when she was a student. She remembers
professors lecturing for fifty minutes, writing
everything down, and then leaving. Group
work and discussion were not incorporated into
many classes. Now, there are programs such
as POGIL (Process Oriented Guided Inquiry
Learning) and Plicker which allow students
to discuss and answer problems together. This
allows her to walk around the class and see what
concepts students need help understanding. She
also encourages students to try to explain ideas
to each other.
“It’s a really good way to do it. You never
quite know if it is clicking or not if they’re just
listening,” De Vries said.
The students have been able to work on lab
projects that do not just focus on chemistry, but
also are applicable to real-life scenarios or even
to their actual major, as most students are not
chemistry majors. She said that having such a
wide variety of students makes teaching more
interesting.
“The students come at it from a different
viewpoint of ‘how am I going to use this for my
future?’ It’s not just about chemistry. It’s about
developing skills that you’ll use beyond in your
future jobs,” she said.
De Vries tries to incorporate problems on
her exams for each of the different majors.
Learning the math and conversions may not
seem important to someone, but when placed
in a real-life scenario for their future career,
this helps students see the importance. Animal
science is her main field, and she hopes to teach
a class in this at some point. She said that even
though she is teaching a different topic than
her original study, she is still working with the
students that she wants to teach.
“Chemistry is everything. The more you
study it, you realize that this is the foundation
and is used in so many fields of study,” said De
Vries. “It’s a building block.”

demands.
“I don’t see my dad as much because of his
work schedule,” Muyskens said.
Dengler also mentioned outside pressures.
“We had to deal with corruption in the church,
jealousy, and different standards of faith within
the denomination,” she said. But she saw many
upsides, as well: “Churches and their members
made us feel appreciated with invitations to
dinner, gifts and—more than anything else—
words of encouragement,” she said.
According to an ongoing Barna study, most
pastors enjoy their work. They love to preach,
and they feel like they do it well. However, their
job has challenges, too. The same study also
showed their greatest frustration to be a lack of
growth and commitment in their congregations.
They are also more likely than other adults to
experience emotional fatigue.
“Pastors’ families are just as vulnerable as
any other families to brokenness and problems,
but are openly attacked when things go badly,”
Dengler said. “They need prayerful support
instead of backroom criticism.”
Dengler also offered some practical ways to
appreciate pastors.
“Remain faithful to the church, be honest in
appraisals, and don’t sneak off when things
don’t go as planned,” she said. “Invitations to
dinner are always appreciated, as are cards and
gifts and volunteering to help.”

Contributed Photo
The first smile and welcoming face you see
upon entering college your freshman year is
that of your RA. They’re the first person you
go to when you’re lost or when you need to
double check what time an event starts. Your
RA is the person you go to when you have a
concern or when your roommate is driving you
crazy. They’re often your first friend, and the
first person that leaves an impact within your
college experience. It all comes down to what
kind of authority figure they want to be and how
they will use their position to be it.
The general function of a Resident Assistant
(RA) in any institution is to develop a sense
of community among residents through social,
academic and personal adjustments. RAs
enforce rules and policies that are required of
them. They also serve as positive role models
and ambassadors for the institution while
serving the residents in their care. At Dordt
College, Resident Assistants’ main mission is to
create community out of the spiritual overflow
given to them through Christ.
Their responsibilities are more tangible: Make
sure the residents are following the school’s
policies. Document inappropriate behaviors
on campus, like riding longboards through the
halls. Man the dorm buildings from 7:00 p.m.
to 12:00 a.m. every night while making hourly
rounds. Send weekly emails to inform their
residents about campus or wing events. Attend
weekly meetings with the staff and fellow
assistants. But, most importantly: Be a friend,
leader and mentor to Dordt residents.
“The best way for me to get to know the
girls in my hall is by planning numerous wing

events,” sophomore RA Jamie Johnson said.
“Making myself approachable by being willing
to say hi and intentionally ask how they’re
doing builds trust and a friendship.” Her wing
events include things like “pjs and pancakes”
and “midnight muffins” to get her residents
excited to participate. Wing events simply serve
as an opportunity for residents to meet new
friends and build relationships.
Roles of RAs in public institutions different
vastly from those at Dordt.
“My RA does the bare minimum to
intentionally talk with the residents in my hall,”
NDSU sophomore Mckaia Ryberg said. “He
communicates with us for mandatory situations
such as floor meetings, roommate success
meetings, and check in/check out for breaks. I
would definitely say it’s more of a structured
relationship that exists primarily because he is
my RA.”
“My RA is bisexual and I live on the lgbtq floor,”
SDSU sophomore Charlotte Ammermann said.
“Let’s just say it’s kind of weird for me growing
up living in a Christian home, living in a small
town, and going to church on Sundays. RAs do
a great job at interacting with the residents, but
they lack in enforcing the rules. Our RAs don’t
care if residents have alcohol in the rooms.”
“I think our role is more personal [at Dordt],”
Dordt sophomore Juliana Martinez said. “We
aren’t here to just plan events. We are here to
get to know people emotionally and spiritually.
We make sure every student on campus is
accounted for.”
It’s hard to balance being a friend and being
in an authority position. But RAs walk this line
every day.
“It’s difficult being in an authority role,”
Martinez said. “People might see me as that
instead of seeing me as Juliana.”
“Students aren’t looking for people who
keep them in check,” senior Ray Badudu said.
“They don’t want another parent figure. What
they look for in an RA is a friend who has more
direction than they do.”
“Some RAs are really down to earth and
simply want to be friends while making an
impact,” freshman Hannah Vanderhooft said.
“I’ve also met RAs who distance themselves
from students because they want to have the
‘leader to follower’ separation.”
It’s safe to say that Dordt RAs take an active
role in making Dordt’s campus community a
safe by enforcing rules and creating friendships
that go beyond just being an authority figure.
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50 years of blades hockey

Sawyer Strelnieks-- Staff Writer

The Dordt Blades are on their 50th anniversary
season as a club sport. The club has come a long
way since it first began in 1968.
The Blades didn’t have a local home arena
until the All Seasons Center opened across the
street from Dordt in 2003. Hockey fans used to
travel all the way to Luverne or Sioux City just
to watch a Blades game.
As a club team in their 50th year, the blades
have truly proved that they deserve to be treated
as a varsity sport at Dordt. Much like other
varsity sports teams, the results of Blades games
are sent to websites and livestream coverage of
games is commonly available for family and
fans out of town to keep up with the Blades.
“It speaks to the longevity of the program and
the fact that it has grown from a niche sport to a
mainstream offering,” said Mike Byker, sports
information director. “To last 50 years, they
must be doing something right that is valued by
students and supporters.”
Many locals, students and alumni have
invested their time and money into the Blades
program, and their dedication continues to pay
off as fans flock to Blades games and the club
continues to grow bigger.
The Blades are currently a part of the American
Collegiate Hockey Association (ACHA). Due
to the shortage of NAIA hockey teams in the

midwest, switching associations would result in
fewer games and more travel for the Blades if
they became a varsity sport.
“We are more concerned with providing a
positive playing experience for our studentathletes as opposed to focusing on whether they
are a club or a varsity sport,” said Ross Douma,
Dordt Athletics Director. “Thus, it makes more
sense for Dordt to be part of the ACHA.”
The Dordt Blades are all about tradition.
Generations of families have been involved in
the program both as players and supporters.
Supporters in the late 1960s and early 1970s
were the ones who made it possible for the
program to grow and stick around for 50 years.
“My dad played for the Blades when he went
to Dordt, and I’m definitely proud to continue
that tradition,” said Caleb Groot, a senior
majoring in criminal justice and psychology.
“I remember hearing stories of college hockey
at Dordt when I was younger. Fifty years of
club hockey is pretty impressive; every Blades
player over that time has really done it because
they love hockey.”
The Blades continue the tradition again this
year, as they travel around to play in away
games. The blades lost a double header this
past weekend to Wisconsin-Lacrosse. Next
week during Defender Days, the Blades host
Wisconsin-Platteville on Friday at 8:00 PM and
on Saturday at 4:30 PM.

Above from left to right – Dordt Blades 1988 – Back row: Robert Bruinooge, Peter Veldhuizen,
Kevin De Wolde, Jeff Burgsma, Doug Veenstra, Albert Visscher, Jim Hummel (Manager). Front
row: Len Vis, Roger Ewald, Dave Tilstra, Phil Minderhoud, Wayne Dykstra, Joel Kamp, James
Koetsier.

Cross country having good
season so far
Annechiena Knevelbaard -- Guest Writer

For some people, the end of summer and the
transition into the colder months means the
leaves are going to be changing colors soon
and making a pretty mess of the yard. It means
the beginning of a new school year and pulling
the long johns out from the back of the closet.
For others, specifically the Dordt College cross
country team, this time of year means another
season: A time to lace up their shoes, hit the
gravel roads of Sioux Center and steadily breath
the manure tinged oxygen into their lungs.
Both the men’s and women’s team won their
latest meet at Briar cliff. The women had three
runners in the top 10 including Annechiena
Knevelbaard in 2nd, Olivia Couch in 6th and
Sarah Wensink in 8th. The men had two in the
top 10 including Eric Steiger in 6th and Jacob
Vander Plaats in 7th. Dordt College men’s and
women’s cross country teams have had a strong
season so far. Both teams have gone 3 for 3 in
their meets, beating their rival Northwestern by
a landslide. This season’s meets have included
the Defender Classic Inn Express, the Dean
White Invitational and the Briar Cliff Invite.
What spurred the success of the 2018 season
for both the men and women, especially
compared to past seasons? Perhaps the addition
of Coach Lori Wolf and Caleb Drake instigated
this winning streak. Maybe the new coaching
techniques implemented by Coach Nate Wolf
are to be celebrated. Or perhaps it is a little of
both.
Past runners have noticed some tweaks in the
running schedule.
“The mileage has definitely increased from

earlier years,” team captain Sara Wensink said,
also mentioning that the whole team does two-aday practices two days a week. These practices
may consist of running five to six miles in the
morning and either running three miles or lap
swimming in the afternoon. The teams also do
strength routines to work different parts of their
body, including their abdominals, glutes, arms
and the muscles around the hips.
“We’ve had some really good runners
throughout the years,” Wolf said. “You know—
like Kayla Byle in 2015; she was always strong
and consistent. Caleb Drake was definably an
asset to the men’s team last year.” But, though
both men’s and women’s teams had some star
athletes, the rest of the team members were not
able to join Kayla and Sam in being in the top
ten in a race. This year, star athletes made it in
the top 10 along with several other teammates.
Scoring fewer points in the race is the name of
the game in cross country. The runners on both
the guy’s and girl’s teams are closer together in
their times this year, which sometimes puts two
Dordt runners in front of other teams’ number
one.
“Having Coach Drake around has been pretty
nice,” Wolf said with a smile. “It’s refreshing to
have someone to bounce ideas off of, especially
because he was running on the team last year.
He has a fresh perspective.”
The men and women’s cross country team
look forward to future meets including Mount
Marty on Oct. 19, the GPAC championship on
Nov. 3, and—hopefully—the NAIA National
Championship on Nov. 16. Currently, the men
are ranked 17th in the GPAC and the women
9th.

Dordt wins against
College of Saint Mary
after game cancelation

Photo by Joshua Meribole
Joshua Meribole -- Staff Writer

On Monday, Dordt’s women’s varsity soccer
team played against College of Saint Mary,
winning 2-1.
During the first half of the game, both
teams struggled to break through each other’s
defenses, with possession moving back and
forth between teams.
With about five minutes remaining in the first
half, Dordt scored.
After the Dordt goal, College of Saint Mary’s
attacked more furiously in the last minutes of
the half, desperate to score a goal. Toward the
end of the second half, they were successful in
drawing a tie.
The game was taken to extra time in which the
first team to score would win. Dordt scored and
sealed the victory.
The Dordt versus College of Saint Mary game
was scheduled for last week. On Saturday, Oct.
6, family and friends arrived at the field to watch
the varsity women play. However, as the crowds
gathered to watch the game begin at 1 p.m., the
officials for the game failed to show up due to
a mix-up. This forced the teams to postpone the
game to this past Monday.
Coach Bill Elgersma said that officials
typically contact the schools the day before
a game to provide information including the
colors that they need to wear.
However, he said, this may not occur every
time. Officials usually turn up an hour before

the game starts to check the condition of the
soccer pitch. Nonetheless, an hour before the
game the officials were not present.
The absence of officials an hour before
the game is not uncommon, but as still no
officiating crew appeared a half-hour to the
game, Elgersma said that he began to worry.
As the time reached 1 p.m., both teams
remained on the sidelines waiting to play.
“In 30 years of coaching, I have never had this
happen,” Elgersma said.
The assigner said that they could get officials
on the pitch later, pushing the game to 7 p.m.
Elgersma said he let Saint Mary make the
decision because they traveled the distance.
Colten Schreur, a player on men’s soccer
team, said that a person came over to tell those
in the stands that the game would not be starting
immediately. He left the game and looked
through his windows later on to see if it had
started.
The incident led both teams to play four
games in seven days.
“Can I really expect college athletes who are
students, to play four games in seven days,
[and] not be affected by their classes, not to
have their class work be affected by what goes
on in the fields?” Elgersma said.
The mix-up also forced Dordt players to stay
on campus during Heartland Break.
Elgersma doubts the mix-up will happen
again.

· Arts & Entertainment·

page 7

Ruralists inspire ice cream rave with performance
Erika Buiter -- Staff Writer

Pork ‘n Bands 2018 drew in community
members and college students alike at the
Fruited Plain on Saturday, Sept. 29. Pulled pork,
provided by Covenant CRC, kept stomachs full,
and smaller bands including “The Hiccups” and
“The Second” warmed the crowd up for the big
attractions, like The Ruralists.
On paper, the Ruralists are on odd group.
Titus Landegent (drums) is a kindergarten
teacher; Laremy De Vries (electric guitar)
owns the Fruited Plain; Luke Hawley (vocals,
guitar) is an associate professor of English at
Dordt; and Jake Miller (bass) is an engineering
technician. But when they come together, the
Ruralists draw crowds.
The band took the stage in the Back Back
of the Fruited Plain, a bare bones black room
with a garage door open to the chilly air, a
raised stage, new electrical work and eclectic
décor. Above Hawley’s head was a chandelier
and track lights shining pink and blue; behind
Miller was a broken piano hanging on the wall.
The crowd, wearing coats and stocking caps to

keep the chill out, filled the room right up to
the stage.
The title of their opening song was drowned
out by the cheering crowd. The Ruralists play
with an energy that mostly produces great music,
and sometimes, great mistakes. Hawley’s voice
has a tendency to stretch sharp. At the start of
the song dedicated to his daughter, they had to
restart three times. Their chords often stumble
into dissonance, but they always bring it back
down to earth. Listening to a recording of the
Ruralists is relaxing—listening to them live is
an experience.
“Sky Full of Birds” brought a call for audience
participation, and the Ruralists got it. The
song has a quick beat, perfect for jumping up
and down. College students passed around a
tub of ice cream, sharing spoons and dancing,
proclaiming it an “ice-cream rave.” The crowd
sang along to the chorus, “Aren’t we more than
our lonely old hearts?”
The Ruralists followed “Sky Full of Birds”
with “Eggs,” their number-one single. It’s been
described as “The filthiest Americana you’ve
ever heard” by ANR Factory and features
Hawley as “a lead vocal with a big natural
vibrato and a cynical smirk,” Chill Filtr writes.
Listening live, it’s a head-banger of a song—
and the crowd didn’t hold back, jumping up and
down to the beat.
After racous rock ‘n rolling, the band took
time to thank all of the smaller bands that played
and reminded the crowd of the upcoming bands.
They also acknowledged the new and improved
Back Back before moving into a new, slower

song.
“Right‽” is more ballad than rock ‘n roll,
but still has the jaunty guitar strains that are
characteristic of Ruralist songs. It begins like
a crooned prayer, with lyrics “Dear God, it’s
complicated” before Hawley’s vocals go on to
describe the circulatory system. It’s a weird
song, but it’s a slow song, and the quietness of
the beginning is offset by a rollicking middle
that you could still slow dance to if you wanted
to. It asks the question, “How do you do the
right thing” over and over again, before going
into a simple, chromatic melody that seems
almost off before it rights itself. It makes you
dance and it makes you think.
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The Winter Wayfarers took the stage after
the Ruralists, but despite their more cohesive
set of songs, the crowd dissipated when the
Ruralists left. The ragtag crew of two teachers,
a storeowner and an engineer have high energy,
earnest desire and a down-to-earth nature,
which is part of what draws in bigger crowds
for them. The other part is the experience
they create when they play. There’s something
about standing in a cold, black room with a
crowd of jumping 20-somethings that gets your
heart racing. Pork ‘n Bands brought together
delicious food, amazing bands and that sense
of Northwest Iowan community, making for an
all-around great event.

The people behind the curtain Review: Trench is glossy, but
lacks punch

Alicia Bonestroo -- Staff Writer

When you think about movies, TV, or even
theatre, the first names that come to mind are
probably actors and directors. But who can you
name from the makeup crew? What about the
people who did the costumes? The lighting?
Sound? Set?
Exactly. Actors and directors are the ones who
usually get their names up in lights. However,
Dordt’s production of “My Fair Lady” is trying
to give the backstage crew a little more of the
spotlight.
Sue Blom, one of the behind-the-scenes
individuals, designed the costumes for the
show. There is a saying in the Dordt costume
shop: “Sue looks at fabric and it sews itself.”
She has been working on costumes at Dordt for
about 20 years. She drives down from the Twin
Cities in Minnesota every other week to assist
the costume shop and teach the Costume Design
class.
Becca Mulder was the show’s stage manager,
with Kaitlin Baljeu as her assistant stage
manager. Becca then took a position in the
sound and light booth to ensure cues would
happen exactly when they needed to. Kaitlin
worked backstage to remind everyone when
a scene transition was happening and when to
enter.
Opening night of “My Fair Lady” took place
on Thursday, Oct. 11. By Saturday night’s show,
everyone was exhausted. Several people had
become sick and many more had skipped dinner
to make it to the TePaske Theater on time.
Sarina Johnston and Fedilia Lalruatsangi were
part of the costume crew and helped fix any
problems that arose. At one point, one of the
actors accidentally cut his arm while in costume
and began to bleed on his white shirt. The two
quickly brought the shirt into the girl’s dressing
room, used the sink to rinse out the blood, and
then rushed out to find something to dry it.
The costume crew did more than just repairs.
They also assisted with costume changes
and helped locate missing costume pieces.
When working with the costumes, hats can be
stressful. Several of the larger hats stay attached
to actress’ hair with pins, which are difficult to
place.
The makeup and hair crew also played
significant roles in “My Fair Lady.” Crew
members included Christianna Marcy, Kate
Wnek, Danikka Jackson, and Alicia Bonestroo,

Garth Van Donselaar and Zach Steensma -- Staff

Writers

With Contributions from Adam Galloy
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with Makeila Shortenhaus as the fearless
designer and leader.
The show required basic makeup--foundation,
some contouring, and highlights. The crew also
added eyeshadow and blush. Holly Hiemstra
had the most demanding makeup as she played
the lead of Eliza. She had several minor makeup
changes throughout the show, including the
addition of fake eyelashes. Several of the men
also had fake facial hair. Zachary “Sandy”
Sanford added a fake beard and mustache for
only one scene and during intermission had to
remove them and the spirit gum that held them
in place.
Overall, backstage is more chaotic before the
show while the audience has yet to find their
seats. A dozen actors or actresses crowd around
five small mirrors trying to apply their makeup.
They rush to put on their costumes in a room
hardly bigger than a dorm while stagehands run
around trying to locate props that were used the
night before.
It calms down during the show. Naps and
homework can be done between transitions,
but concentration is difficult as music wanders
through the theater.

Three years after Blurryface, the hit album
that brought them into the mainstream, Twenty
One Pilots returns with their highly anticipated
new album, Trench.
Sonically, Trench has a crisp sound and clean
mixing. Nothing on Trench is drowned out or
sounds out of place. However, almost all the
instruments have a programmed feel. While this
may be a deliberate artistic choice, it gives the
album a robotic, cold sound.
Even though the instrumentation sounds
robotic, Twenty One Pilots definitely knows
how to build a track, as shown in the mixing
and production of this record. Synths, brass,
strings, percussion and even a ukulele are
featured in songs, and there is a consistent,
well-maintained balance throughout the album.
Even though a wide range of instruments
are used throughout Trench, there is still a
lack of variety on the record when it comes to
execution, as the instruments generally fulfil the
same roles. Most tracks seem built to sound like
typical alternative hip-hop fare, something fans
have no doubt come to expect, but newcomers
might not find it very unique or challenging.
Whether it’s the disco vibe of “My Blood” or
the distorted bass hook of “Pet Cheetah,” the
instrumentals seem built on top of the drums
in order fill the space on the track, rather than
adding depth to the sound. And when frontman
Tyler Joseph is singing, the instrumentals are
usually stripped down to just the drums.
As for Joseph’s performance, it’s nothing out
of the ordinary for him. His rapping and singing
sounds similar to previous Twenty One Pilots
releases; occasionally, he’ll sing in falsetto,
but he does so sparingly on Trench. Those who
enjoy Joseph’s distinct voice will feel right at
home.
For the concept behind Trench, Joseph created
a dystopian city of Dema, which is symbolic
of depression. Trench follows the story of a
protagonist named Clancy, who tries to escape
Dema and its totalitarian leaders, known as
Nico and the Niners.
Try saying that out loud without laughing.
Joseph’s lyrics lack depth and feel like cookie

cutout description of what it feels like to be
depressed. However, 14-year olds will feel as
if these lyrics were written by someone who
truly gets them. One such example from “The
Hype”: “Nice to know my kind will be on my
side, I don’t believe the hype.”
Obvious and unoriginal imagery plagues
Trench; there are frequent references to a vulture,
a clear symbol of death. The vulture is featured
on the album cover, which is reminiscent of
Death Cab for Cutie’s Transatlanticism.
Conceptually, Trench feels like Twenty One
Pilots got a gig to make a soundtrack for a teen
dystopian film (think Hunger Games), only
without an actual movie.
For tracks as whole, the first four flow together
almost seamlessly, and yet can stand on their
own: “Jumpsuit” revolves around a distorted
bass hook, “Levitate” is a fast paced rap, and
“Morph” has a jazzy feel. “Levitate” and
“Morph” in particular display smooth, mellow
outros, rather than following the traditional
alternating verse/chorus structure.
However, the latter portion of Trench falls
off quickly, and, compared to the earlier tracks,
brings nothing new or interesting to the table.
“Legend” is a notable exception, a song about
Joseph’s grandpa.
With little to offer outside of its initial tracks,
Trench delivers a promising start, but lacks
support in the second portion. While fans of the
band may be able to find appeal in the lesser
tracks, the average listener might want to pass
on this one.
Rating: 4/10
Best Songs: Levitate, Morph, Legend
If you have an album you would like to be
reviewed, feel free to email Garth or Zach.
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(cont.) Venom

Continued from page 4
No one really goes into an MRI without
headphones, but what’s a Marvel movie without
a few unrealistic things? The fight scenes were
the usual amount of unlikely, but that didn’t
stop them from being enjoyable. A mix of
uncontrollable Venom and a stupefied Hardy
produces much of the dialogue that made the
movie worth watching.
The action scenes were brilliant. That is until
there were four of them. In the ending battle,
the fight is a blur of motion and flames. When
separated, the characters hold their own in a
decent fight scene. It’s hard to decipher what
is a blob of tar and hunk of metal and what
are the actual characters. With four-in-one,
it’s a like a family reunion in an elevator: too
close to tell what’s happening, but everyone is
uncomfortable.
The conclusion definitely came quickly, but

the movie leaves a fairly open ending to sneak
into for the upcoming Venom 2. It doesn’t
tie itself to Spiderman 3 in any way, if you
remember the gothic stage of Tobey Maguire,
though we have yet to see if this could be
included in future movies.
“What are our chances?” “Pretty much zero.”
These iconic lines from the movie seem to
describe it well. Many walked into the theater
ready to clench onto their seats in terror and
suspense. Instead, they left with grins, void
of terror but filled with witty commentary
and classic comic book sarcasm. While the
movie may have been a large miss for those
expecting what the trailers seemed to convey,
the ones who came in with no expectations left
thoroughly pleased.
If you’re not up for a horror film but want
something invigorating and full of incessant
sarcasm, Venom is definitely worth watching.

Dordt Dog Days

Rochelle vanderHelm -- Guest Writer

Sophomore Abigail Dalen felt lousy. But lucky
for her, she had someone there to cheer her up.
Sure, her mom was nice, and her sister, too, but
the thing that really helped her feel better was
Bella. Bella serves as Abigail’s sister’s service
dog, and both sister and canine companion
came for a visit.
“We’ve had dogs since I was born,” Dalen
said. She keeps a picture of her favorite dog,
Buddy, as her phone lock screen. Since he
passed last year, Dalen has had Bella to keep
her company.
Dalen remembers how, after an unexpected
surgery, Bella would jump up on her raised
bed and just sit there for hours. She remembers
how silly the dog looked using the ottoman as
a ladder. In a stressful and unpredictable time,
Bella proved to be a valuable comfort to Dalen.
Because Bella is a service dog, she is allowed
in residence halls at Dordt. The college outlaws
all other pets besides fish, as long as the fish tank
holds five gallons or less. It is not uncommon
for colleges to have restrictions on pets in
residence, for obvious reasons. (Just imagine all
the work the cleaning ladies would have to do!)
Despite this, winds may be turning for colleges.
Like Dalen, many Dordt students express
a strong attachment to their pets, many
mentioning their dog as the thing they miss
the most about home. But Dordt students also
consistently voiced discomfort at the idea of
having a multitude of pets in every dorm. Most

did mention it would be nice to have one dog,
cat or whatever it might be for a group to share.
Elise Visscher, a prospective Dordt student
and self-proclaimed dog-lover admits “actually
making it work would be difficult,” but that if
pets were eventually allowed in residence, she
would be “all for it.”
Stephens College is one institution that
has embraced a pet-friendly policy, offering
students the option of staying in a pet-friendly
dorm where they may keep one out of a list
of pets, as long as the animals meet specific
requirements. Cat, dog, gerbil: they’re all
welcome. The President’s office even offers
free treats for students to pick up for their pet.
Kristine Lund, a researcher for Ottawa
University, describes a study done with the
students of Wilfrid Laurier University in
her book, Touch in the Helping Professions:
“Participants indicated positive change in how
they were feeling as a result of interacting with
the puppies,” says Lund.
Dordt has welcomed two puppies such as Jett
and Jada, the “Dordt Dogs.” Dordt students can
stop by and say “hello” to these furry bundles of
joy for a bit of cuddles.
Pets can be an enormous help in reducing
stress and anxiety, and college students are
some of the most stressed and anxious of all age
groups. For some, like Dalen and her family,
dogs help with the daily process of life. Dordt
College has had its share of dogs on campus,
with Jett and Jada and various service dogs, but
maybe there is room for more.

Gearing up for flu season
Sarah Widener -- Staff Writer

The flu season is just around the corner which
means right now is the time to prepare—by
getting a flu vaccine. The on-campus student
health services is here to help students prevent
the flu and recover from it quickly. Prevention
and preparation are the key elements to limiting
the sick time, which often results in missing
classes and work.
“Influenza will be back on campus after
Christmas break,” said Beth Baas, the director
of Dordt’s Student Health and Counseling
Center.
Influenza, the technical name for the flu,
comes in many strands or types. Flu shots are
designed to cover most of the strands currently
in the country. The flu vaccine prompts the body
to create antibodies designed to fight the flu. Not
only does the flu shot help students avoid the
flu, but if one should still come down with the
illness, the vaccine will help speed up recovery.
This fact is further explained on the Center of
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website.
Some students fear that the flu shot will make
them sick. Baas busted this myth by explaining
that the flu shot may trigger a low grade fever
and body aches, but this is actually a good sign.
It means that the body is making the antibodies
needed to protect them from the flu.
Students with chronic medical conditions such
as asthma or diabetes are at increased risk of
complications from the flu. Complications can
include pneumonia requiring hospitalization.
According to Bass, flu shots are critical for
these students.
The CDC recommends getting the flu vaccine
sometime in late October or early November.
Getting the vaccine later in the fall provides
protection further into the flu season. A typical
flu season on Dordt’s campus runs from the
beginning of second semester through spring
break. The vaccine takes two weeks to become
fully effective.
The flu vaccine, while not offered on campus,
is available many places in Sioux Center. A
complete list of locations is available online on

Dordt’s Student Health and Counseling Center
webpage. Most insurance providers cover the
flu shot. Without insurance, the flu shot often
costs between $10 and $30.
“The flu virus lives on surfaces for a couple
of hours,” said Baas. “If you are in a classroom
desk in which the student before you coughed
into their hands and then touched the desk, if
you touch the desk surface and then touch your
nose or mouth without washing your hands, you
will be at risk for developing flu symptoms.”
This example shows just how easy it is to
come in contact with the flu. Fortunately, there
are several basic practices that can reduce
the spread of this virus. These are listed on
the Student Health Center’s new website,
accessible through Door-to-Dordt under the
Dordt info page.
Baas stressed the importance of students with
the flu self-isolating until they are 24 hours
fever-free. When students do not self-isolate,
they will be sick for longer and will expose the
rest of campus to the virus.
“When you get sick, you should come to the
health center so we can talk you through how to
take care of yourself,” said Baas. “We can also
provide you with a thermometer and Tylenol.”
The Student Health Center will also keep
in touch with sick patients, monitoring their
recovery and contacting their professors to
validate their absence from class.
To prepare for the flu, the Student Health
Center recommends having a few supplies
on hand. These are a thermometer, Tylenol,
20 ounce water bottle, instant soup, noncaffeinated drinks such as Gatorade and
decaffeinated tea, and a buddy that will take
your ID to the commons and get you a to-go
box of food.
The walk-in clinic at the Student Health Center
is open from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., Monday through
Friday (closed during chapel). Appointments
can be made from 12:30 to 3 p.m. for students
not wanting to wait in line. The Student Health
and Counseling Center is located next to the
Grille in the Campus Center.
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